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Abstract: This article analyzes the processes of language and migration,
specifically the key factors and mechanisms of language transformation in immigrant
communities. It examines the new linguistic environments created as a result of
migration, language change, bilingual or multilingual situations, as well as the social
and cultural adaptation of immigrant communities. The study highlights the connection
between language and social environment, the influence of language change on group
identity, and its role in communicative processes.
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Introduction

In recent decades, global migration processes have increased sharply. People are
moving to different countries and are compelled to adapt to new linguistic and cultural
environments. This process leads to language transformation, meaning that in
immigrant communities, language functions not only as a communicative tool but also
as a means of forming social and cultural identity. Issues related to language and
migration are widely studied in linguistics, sociology, and pedagogy.

Language transformation in immigrant communities involves two main
processes: first, adaptation to a new language or code-switching, and second, the
adaptation of the mother tongue to a new environment, resulting in lexical,
morphological, or syntactic changes. From this perspective, studying language
transformation is important not only from a linguistic standpoint but also from social
sciences.

Main Part

The relationship between migration and language change largely depends on the
social environment of immigrant communities. For example, after arriving in a new
country, immigrants are often compelled to learn the new language quickly. At the same
time, they try to maintain their mother tongue, using it at home and within their
community. This process gives rise to bilingualism or multilingualism. Multilingualism
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iIs one of the most important factors in language transformation within immigrant
communities, as the interaction between the new language and the mother tongue, code-
switching, and the emergence of new language forms are all outcomes of this dynamic.

During language transformation, various layers of language—Iexicon, phonetics,
morphology, and syntax—undergo changes. For instance, immigrant communities
adapt words from their mother tongue to the phonetics and pronunciation of the new
language. Simultaneously, new lexical elements and expressions from the social
environment are integrated into the mother tongue, forming "mixed languages.” These
mixed forms often spread rapidly among younger generations and reinforce new social
group identities.

Code-switching is widespread in language transformation processes within
immigrant communities. Code-switching refers to shifting between language elements
during speech. It not only reflects the social context of communication but also
indicates group identity and social status. For example, immigrant youth often mix their
mother tongue with the new language, signaling their connection to the new culture
while striving to maintain their original language. Code-switching also accelerates
language transformation by incorporating new expressions and lexical units into the
mother tongue, enriching it.

Another important aspect of language transformation is its connection to social
identity and intra-group communication. Language in immigrant communities is a
primary means for members to recognize each other, interact, and establish social
norms. For instance, special expressions, abbreviations, and jargon based on the mother
tongue unify community members and create new social codes. This demonstrates that
language functions not merely as a communication tool but also as a vehicle for social
cohesion and identity formation.

Language transformation differs between younger and older generations.
Younger members quickly acquire the new language and blend it with their mother
tongue through code-switching. Older members, however, tend to preserve the mother
tongue, creating a dynamic interaction between generations. Consequently, constant
interplay exists between the mother tongue and the new language in immigrant
communities.

Pedagogically, language transformation is also significant. Immigrant children
and youth learning in a new linguistic environment acquire the language not only for
reading and writing but also for social and cultural interaction. Therefore, educators
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should provide practical opportunities for using language, explaining language
transformation through code-switching and analysis of mixed languages.

Code-switching is common in immigrant communities, meaning that an
individual may mix several languages in a single conversation. It is considered part of
language transformation as it facilitates the acquisition of new language structures
while synthesizing them with the mother tongue. For example, Uzbek immigrants in
English-speaking countries might speak their mother tongue at home, English at work,
and sometimes mix the two languages.

Younger generations in immigrant communities are the most active participants
in language transformation. They use the new language actively at school and with
friends, which may lead to the decline or mixing of the mother tongue. Simultaneously,
learning the new language develops their global communication skills and connects
them with other cultures through technology and the internet. This contributes to the
continuous evolution and transformation of language.

Many countries have language policies for immigrants, encouraging learning the
new language and integrating into society. In some countries, maintaining and using
the mother tongue in education is allowed, while in others, the focus is on quickly
acquiring the new language. Language policy directly shapes language transformation
in immigrant communities, determining which language is dominant, which language
opens social opportunities, and how cultural identity is preserved.

Today, technology and social networks play a significant role in language
transformation among immigrants. Through the internet and social media, immigrants
use both their mother tongue and the new language, adopting new words, expressions,
and slang. This accelerates language evolution and enriches the linguistic diversity
within immigrant communities.

In many immigrant communities, maintaining the mother tongue is closely tied
to preserving cultural identity. Using the mother tongue in family and religious life, and
continuing cultural events and traditions, helps regulate language transformation. At
the same time, mastering the new language ensures intercultural integration and social
adaptation.

Studies on language transformation and migration show that:
1. Code-switching between the mother tongue and the new language is a natural
part of language development.
2. 'Younger generations learn the new language quickly but maintain their mother
tongue to protect family and cultural identity.

480

worldconferences.us




%S% INTEGRATION OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE:
GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

% % % § § % E % gg VValiime N2 lccnie N1 2024

3. Language policies and educational programs directly shape language
transformation in immigrant communities.

4. Technology and global communication enhance the interaction between the new
language and the mother tongue.

Internet and social media are particularly influential in language transformation.
Immigrant youth actively use platforms like Telegram, Instagram, and TikTok to learn
new languages, incorporating global expressions into their mother tongue. Observing
these mixed language forms provides valuable material for linguists and educators.

Language transformation also has important social and cultural outcomes.
Integration of the mother tongue with the new language supports social adaptation, the
formation of new identities, and improved communication within the group. However,
language transformation may also lead to language loss or decline, especially in smaller
communities or groups with limited mother tongue use. Therefore, strategies to
preserve the language while integrating the new language are crucial.

Finally, the psychological aspects of bilingualism are noteworthy. Research
shows that using two languages simultaneously improves communication skills,
creative thinking, and analytical abilities. Thus, language transformation in immigrant
communities is important not only for communication but also for psychological and
cultural adaptation.

In conclusion, the interplay between language and migration should be studied
from linguistic, social, pedagogical, and cultural perspectives. Language transformation
in immigrant communities creates new forms of communication, strengthens social
identity, and enhances intra-group interaction.
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