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The Role of Mahmudhoja Behbudi in the Educational Reforms of the Jadid
Movement

Ismailova Tozagul Qahramon qizi, a 10th-grade student of the specialized school in
Qushkopir district

Introduction

The early 20th century marked a period of significant educational reform in
Central Asia, a transformation largely shaped by the influential Jadid movement. At the
forefront of this reform was Mahmudhoja Behbudi, a pivotal figure whose efforts laid
the groundwork for modern education in the region. Behbudi championed the
promotion of progressive educational ideas aimed at fostering a new generation of
educated individuals who could contribute meaningfully to society. His work included
establishing schools that implemented contemporary curricula, emphasizing not only
traditional subjects but also modern sciences and languages, thereby broadening the
intellectual horizons of his students. Furthermore, his extensive involvement in
publishing and printing activities greatly facilitated the dissemination of reformist
ideas. As noted, his publishing and printing activities, the development of education
reflected in his articles, the training of advanced national personnel underscore the
significant impact of Behbudis initiatives on advancing educational reform among the
Jadids and beyond (Usmonaliyeva et al., 2023). The connections established with
reformers in the Ottoman Empire further influenced Behbudis educational philosophy,
reflecting a broader context in which his ideas flourished (Jamolova et al., 2025).

A. Overview of the Jadid Movement and its significance

Emerging in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Jadid Movement
represented a transformative epoch in Central Asia, particularly among the Turkic-
speaking populace. This reformist initiative sought to modernize Islamic education by
introducing secular subjects alongside traditional religious teachings. Advocates of the
movement, known as Jadids, perceived that educational reform was essential for social
and cultural rejuvenation in the face of colonial pressures and socio-economic
stagnation. The movement emphasized the importance of critical thinking, scientific
inquiry, and the adoption of modern pedagogical techniques, often contrasting sharply
with outdated methods prevalent in traditional madrasas. By fostering an environment
conducive to enlightenment and reform, the Jadid Movement laid the groundwork for
broader social and political change, significantly impacting subsequent generations and
ideologies in the region . The significance of this movement is underscored by its role
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in promoting a more educated and empowered society, challenging oppressive
structures, and advocating for social justice.

B. Introduction to Mahmudhoja Behbudi and his contributions

Mahmudhoja Behbudi emerged as a pivotal figure in the Jadid movement, which
sought to modernize education in Central Asia during the early 20th century. His
commitment to reforming traditional educational paradigms marked a significant
departure from established methods, focusing instead on a curriculum infused with
secular knowledge, science, and moral instruction. Behbudis innovative approach was
instrumental in establishing new-method schools, which became platforms for
progressive thought and enlightenment among the youth of Uzbekistan. As noted in his
contributions, these educational reforms addressed the inadequacies of the traditional
Islamic education system prevalent in Bukhara, as explored in (M Ashurova, 2025).
Furthermore, the legacy of Behbudis ideas and practices continued to flourish through
his followers, contributing to the broader national revival in Uzbekistan, thus
underscoring his enduring impact on the cultural and scientific landscape of the region
(Ma C’mura, 2025).

l. Historical Context of the Jadid Movement

The historical context of the Jadid Movement is pivotal in understanding the
educational reforms advocated by figures such as Mahmudhoja Behbudi. Emerging in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Jadidism sought to address the cultural and
intellectual stagnation experienced by Muslim communities under Russian imperial
rule. As educational facilities and traditional curricula failed to meet modern needs, this
reform movement emphasized new pedagogical methods and secular education to
foster national identity. The press played a crucial role in disseminating Jadidist ideas,
as newspapers and magazines became vehicles for promoting literacy and modern
thought among Turkic peoples. This dynamic interaction between print media and
reformist ideology significantly propelled the movement, revealing a robust desire for
modernization and cultural revival among Muslim populations. Scholars continue to
debate the nuances of Jadidisms impact, highlighting its significance in shaping
contemporary cultural and educational discourses (Ross D, 2024) (K Amurtayeva,
2024).

A. The socio-political landscape of Central Asia in the early 20th century

The socio-political landscape of Central Asia in the early 20th century was
characterized by significant upheaval and transformation, shaped by a confluence of
traditional practices and the burgeoning influence of modern ideas. As imperial powers
exerted control over the region, local populations faced increasing socio-economic
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pressures and cultural disruptions. The Russian Empires expansion into Central Asia
prompted a reaction among intellectuals and reformers, most notably through the
emergence of the Jadid Movement, which sought to respond to the demands of
modernization while preserving Islamic identity. Amidst this backdrop, Mahmudhoja
Behbudi emerged as a crucial figure advocating for educational reforms, envisioning
an enlightened society that balanced progressive ideals with cultural heritage. His
efforts reflect the broader aspirations of the Jadids, who aimed to empower their
communities through education and social reform as a means to combat colonial
influences and assert their autonomy (Maihemuti D, 2010).

B. The emergence of educational reform as a response to colonial influences

The emergence of educational reform during the Jadid movement represented a
pivotal response to the adverse influences of colonialism in Central Asia. Under
colonial rule, traditional educational structures became increasingly inadequate,
prompting reformers like Mahmudhoja Behbudi to advocate for modern educational
methodologies. The Jadids sought to replace obsolete religious education with secular,
nationalist curricula that emphasized science, culture, and critical thinking, thereby
fostering a sense of identity and autonomy among the oppressed populace. The Jadids
commitment to adapting the usul-i jadid approach exemplified their drive toward
reforming educational systems to reflect contemporary needs and global practices, as
they drew inspiration from successful movements across the Islamic world. These
efforts not only aimed to combat the intellectual stagnation imposed by colonial powers
but also served to cultivate a national consciousness crucial for eventual independence,
as highlighted by their significant impact on Uzbekistans trajectory towards
modernization and enlightenment (Rustamovich KS, 2025)(Kaldybekovich BK et al.,
2012).

Il. Mahmudhoja Behbudi's Educational Philosophy

Exploring Mahmudhoja Behbudis educational philosophy reveals a profound
commitment to the advancement of his community through reformative education.
Central to his ideology was the belief that education served as a catalyst for national
awakening and independence, emphasizing the need for an enlightened populace
capable of self-governance. His approach underscored the importance of adapting
educational practices to contemporary needs, fostering critical thinking and a sense of
cultural identity among students. As a key figure in the Jadid movement, Behbudi aimed
to dismantle the archaic educational structures that perpetuated backwardness, aligning
with the broader aspirations of his peers for a prosperous and autonomous Turkestan.
The Jadids, through their innovative educational frameworks and advocacy for human
rights, sought to transform societal conditions, positioning their philosophy as both a
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tool for personal and collective liberation (Nabiyev KB, 2023). Understanding
Behbudi’s vision is essential to grasping the revolutionary potential of the Jadid
educational reforms (Muradovna OB, 2022).

A. Key principles of Behbudi's educational ideology

In examining the key principles of Mahmudhoja Behbudis educational ideology,
it becomes evident that his vision was deeply rooted in the necessity for modernization
and reform within Turkestans educational systems. Behbudi advocated for a curriculum
that incorporated contemporary sciences alongside traditional subjects, aligning with
the global trend towards modernization that was particularly pronounced in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. His engagement with reformers from the Ottoman
Empire, as noted in the historical interactions of Jadid leaders with their Turkish
counterparts, facilitated the introduction of modern educational frameworks that
emphasized practical knowledge and critical thinking (Jamolova et al., 2025). Behbudis
belief was that an educated youth was essential for national progress, echoing the
sentiments of other prominent Jadid figures like Fitrat, who urged for a transformative
approach to education that would position their society among developed nations
(Rahmonova et al., 2024). Thus, Behbudis educational ideology remains a cornerstone
of the Jadid movements broader reformist goals.

B. The influence of Western educational models on his approach

In shaping his educational philosophy, Mahmudhoja Behbudi adeptly
incorporated Western educational models, which served as a catalyst for reform within
the Jadid Movement. Observing the progressive and structured methodologies
prevalent in Western education systems, he recognized the necessity of moving away
from archaic pedagogical practices that stifled intellectual growth. Behbudis approach
emphasized practical knowledge, critical thinking, and scientific inquiry, elements that
were often relegated in traditional Central Asian education. By advocating for modern
curricula that included foreign languages, mathematics, and the sciences, he aimed to
equip students with the tools necessary to engage with an increasingly complex world
. Furthermore, his facilitation of teacher training and emphasis on the integration of
secular subjects into classrooms reflected a keen awareness of the transformative
potential of Western educational frameworks . Ultimately, Behbudis adaptation of these
models laid a foundational role in fostering a new generation of learners committed to
progress and self-determination.

1. Implementation of Educational Reforms
The implementation of educational reforms during the Jadid Movement,
significantly shaped by Mahmudhoja Behbudi, marked a transformative period in
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Central Asian education. Behbudis innovative approach aimed to modernize the
curriculum, integrating scientific knowledge with traditional teachings, thereby
fostering critical thinking among students. His influence is evident in the establishment
of various formal and informal educational institutions where modern pedagogy
flourished, reflecting a shift from outdated practices to more progressive methods. The
reforms not only aimed to enlighten the minds of youth but also sought to cultivate a
sense of national identity and social responsibility within an increasingly modernized
society. Moreover, the contributions of Behbudis followers, as analyzed in relation to
their impact on Uzbekistan’s cultural and scientific revival, underscore the broader
implications of these educational reforms. Overall, the actions taken under the auspices
of the Jadid Movement underscore the critical importance of education in the pursuit of
societal progress, as detailed in (Ma C’mura, 2025) and (Amonkeldi H Akhmatov et
al., 2024).

A. Establishment of new schools and curricula by Behbudi

In the context of the Jadid Movement, Mahmudhoja Behbudi emerged as a pivotal
figure in the establishment of new schools and innovative curricula that addressed the
pressing educational needs of his society. His reformist vision sought to cultivate a
modern educational framework that transcended traditional memorization techniques,
emphasizing critical thinking and practical knowledge instead. By founding schools
that incorporated contemporary subjects such as natural sciences, mathematics, and
social studies, Behbudi aimed to equip students with the skills necessary to navigate a
rapidly evolving world. Moreover, his curriculum reforms not only integrated secular
education but also fostered a sense of cultural pride and identity among students,
bridging the gap between modernity and local traditions. The impact of Behbudis
initiatives was profound, as they laid the groundwork for educational progress in
Central Asia, influencing subsequent generations to advocate for further reforms and
modernization in education (Naik S, 1998-01-01).

B. The role of Behbudi in promoting secular education and literacy

In the context of the educational reforms championed by the Jadid Movement,
Mahmudhoja Behbudi emerged as a pivotal figure in promoting secular education and
literacy among the Turkic peoples of Central Asia. By introducing modern scientific
principles and secular curricula, Behbudi laid the groundwork for a comprehensive
educational framework that transcended traditional religious teachings. His experiences
abroad, particularly in Moscow and Kazan, profoundly influenced his educational
philosophy, leading him to advocate for the integration of modern sciences into the
educational system of Turkestan. Through his publications, such as The Book of
Literacy and various geography texts, he actively disseminated secular knowledge
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designed to cultivate critical thinking and educational equity. This scholarly endeavor,
coupled with his commitment to counteracting fanaticism and promoting tolerance,
underscored Behbudis vision of aligning Turkistan with global civilization and
fostering a generation capable of progressive thought and innovation (K Amurtayeva,
2024)(Xujaev M, 2020).

V. Conclusion

In conclusion, Mahmudhoja Behbudis contributions to the Jadid movement were
pivotal in reshaping the educational landscape of Turkestan during a transformative
period. His advocacy for progressive education not only sought to modernize the
curriculum but also aimed to instill a sense of national identity among the populace.
Even in the face of fierce opposition from traditionalists intent on preserving antiquated
values, Behbudis commitment to the betterment of his community remained steadfast.
His efforts to promote education, as well as developing advanced national personnel,
are thoroughly documented, highlighting the significance of his work in cultivating an
enlightened citizenry capable of navigating the complexities of modernity
(Usmonaliyeva et al., 2023). Ultimately, the resistance encountered by reformists like
Behbudi underscores the broader struggle between innovation and conservatism within
society, illustrating the enduring relevance of their educational reforms (ogli et al.,
2022).

A. Summary of Behbudi's impact on the Jadid Movement's educational
reforms

The impact of Mahmudhoja Behbudi on the educational reforms of the Jadid
Movement is both profound and multifaceted. As a pioneering figure, Behbudi
emphasized the need for a modernized education system that aligned with emerging
nationalist sentiments and global trends in pedagogy. His advocacy for secular
educational structures challenged traditional Islamic schooling, significantly
broadening access to education for diverse segments of society. Behbudis role in
promoting knowledge acquisition and critical thinking inspired a new generation of
Kazakh youth, helping them emerge as politically conscious members of their
communities. This development was particularly important during a time of colonial
pressure, as it fostered a sense of national identity among Kazakhs amidst the
encroaching influence of the Russian Empire. Ultimately, Behbudis contributions
helped lay essential groundwork for cultural revitalization, showcasing the interplay
between educational reform and national consciousness within the framework of the
Jadid Movement (Kushenova Gl et al., 2025)(Qudratxo'ja Tajiddinovich S, 2025).
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B. Reflection on the lasting legacy of his contributions to education in Central
Asia

The contributions of Mahmudhoja Behbudi to education in Central Asia represent
a pivotal aspect of the Jadid movement, marking a significant shift towards modern
educational practices. His advocacy for secular education was not merely a rejection of
traditional Islamic curricula but rather an embrace of a comprehensive educational
system that emphasized the importance of modern sciences and critical thinking. This
approach was rooted in the broader context of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, a period characterized by profound cultural and social transformations in the
region, as articulated in (Abdullaeva M et al., 2022). Behbudi’s efforts to reformulate
education underscored the need to bridge the gap between Central Asia and Western
advancements, as reflected in discussions of his legacy and the Jadid movements
influence on contemporary Uzbekistan (N/A, 2025). The enduring impact of his vision
continues to resonate in the ongoing efforts to create a more progressive and equitable
educational landscape in Central Asia today.
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