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Abstract: This article analyzes innovative didactic approaches used to develop 

intercultural competence in Spanish language teaching in the higher education 

institutions of Uzbekistan. The study focuses on modern pedagogical strategies that 

integrate cultural content, digital resources, and communicative activities in language 

instruction. It is argued that the use of interactive technologies, authentic cultural 

materials, and project-based learning significantly contributes to the formation of 

students’ intercultural communication skills and cultural awareness. 
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The growing importance of intercultural interaction in modern society has 

transformed the objectives of foreign language education. Contemporary language 

teaching methodologies emphasize the need to develop not only linguistic competence 

but also intercultural competence, which enables learners to interact effectively with 

representatives of different cultures. In Spanish language education, this competence 

involves understanding cultural values, communication styles, and social practices 

characteristic of Spanish-speaking communities. Scholars emphasize that language 

cannot be separated from culture, as linguistic expressions often reflect cultural norms 

and social meanings [Kramsch, 1998, p.10]. Consequently, effective foreign language 

instruction must integrate cultural learning with linguistic practice. 

In Uzbekistan’s higher education system, the development of intercultural 

competence has become a priority in foreign language education. Educational reforms 

have introduced competence-based curricula that aim to prepare students for 

participation in global academic and professional environments. Within this 

framework, Spanish language courses increasingly incorporate cultural components 
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that expose students to the social and cultural realities of Spain and Latin American 

countries. According to Byram, intercultural competence includes the ability to 

interpret cultural phenomena, communicate appropriately in intercultural situations, 

and demonstrate openness toward cultural diversity [Byram, 1997, p.54]. 

Innovative didactic approaches play an essential role in achieving these 

educational objectives. One of the most effective strategies involves the integration of 

multimedia technologies into the teaching process. Digital learning tools allow 

educators to present cultural content in engaging and interactive formats. Video 

documentaries, online interviews, virtual museum tours, and digital storytelling 

platforms enable students to experience cultural contexts that would otherwise be 

inaccessible in a traditional classroom setting [Mayer, 2014, p.65]. Such resources 

provide opportunities for learners to observe authentic communication patterns and 

analyze cultural behaviors within real-life contexts. 

Authentic materials are also fundamental in developing intercultural competence. 

Authentic texts reflect real language usage and provide insights into the cultural 

realities of the target language community. Newspaper articles, films, podcasts, and 

literary excerpts allow students to explore various aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures, 

including historical traditions, social values, and everyday communication practices. 

For example, the cultural significance of festivals such as “La Tomatina” in Spain or 

“Carnaval” in many Latin American countries illustrates how social traditions shape 

national identity and collective cultural memory [Moreno, 2017, p.140]. Through the 

analysis of such materials, students develop a deeper understanding of cultural diversity 

and the symbolic meanings embedded in cultural practices. 

Interactive pedagogical techniques further enhance the development of 

intercultural competence. Activities such as role-playing, debates, and collaborative 

projects encourage students to apply cultural knowledge in simulated communication 

situations. Project-based learning, for instance, allows students to research cultural 

topics related to Spanish-speaking countries and present their findings through 

multimedia presentations. This approach promotes critical thinking and encourages 

learners to engage actively with cultural information rather than passively receiving it 

[Richards, 2001, p.252]. 

The integration of innovative didactic approaches in Spanish language teaching 

contributes significantly to the development of intercultural competence among 

students in Uzbekistan. By combining digital technologies, authentic materials, and 

communicative teaching strategies, educators can create learning environments that 
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foster cultural awareness and effective intercultural communication. Such approaches 

prepare students for participation in international academic communities and 

professional environments where intercultural interaction plays an increasingly 

important role. 
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